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MEETING OF ASTRONOMERS OF MOSCOW AND CHINESE PEOPLE'S REPUELIC

: : . V.V. Arsent'yev .

On 23 March 1953, astronomers of Moscow and of the Chinese People's Republic
met jolntly at a session of the Scientific Council of the State Astronomica. :
Institute imeni Shternberg. i

- Professor B. V. Kukarkin, director of the institute, in his report on the
~ institute’s work, sketched the structure of the institute, discussed its posi-
i tion in the Moscow State University, charecterized the direction of the
B ! scientific work of each chair, and enumerated the principal courses which the
M : chairs supervise. Kukarkin showed what share of the institute's activity was
: : devoted to the development of theoretical problems and to nationsl economic
4 subjects. He alsc pointed out the institute's connection with the other
. . astronomical institutions of the Soviet Union. The concluding part of the
T ! report was devoted to activities of the institute which will be begun after ;
: completion of construction of the institute on Lenin Hills in Moscow. i

In reply to questions of the guests, Hukarkin dwelt in detall on the
work of the Scientifi: Council of the institute.

Dr Chang Yu-che, dirsctor of the Tzu-chin-shan Astroncmical Observatory,
which 1s located oqutside Nanking, spoke for the delegation of the Chinese
Peops2's Republic. He acknowledged USSR scientific aid to China and praised
the work of Soviet astronomers, especially their work at Pulkovo Observatory
and work on variable stars and cosmogony. He reported that the Tzu-chin-shan
Observatory bvecame part of the “Acsdemy of Sciesfes of the Chinese Penple's . -
Republic in 19%9, and has been equipped with & 100-mm cransit instrument and - ) ; ) y :
an equatorial instellation -with two telescopes, and that the observatory ig -
anticipating the arrival of specialirts from the German Democratie Republic
for the purpose of erecting a 60-cm reflector. -
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‘ Dr Chang Yi-che also briefly diseussed the work of three other astro-
nomical institutions within  the system of the Chinege Acadeny. He mentioned
that the wartime ‘observatory in Kun-ming has been converted into a permanent
obherver's_tétion, at which observations of the sun and Photographic patrolling

"Of :the gky are being conducted, and that the Zo-se (She-shan) /pear Sung-chimag,

Kiangsg,_:(!bs'ervatory_ is conducting studies of the sun’ and scettered stellar
clusters; observations of asteroids and the occulting of starg by the moon;
and the Z1i-ka-vei [ﬁau-chia-hu:_g Station transmits time signals. Also noted.
was the new chair of astronomy st Nanking University, installed at the snd of
1952, and the Froposal to begin construction of an observatory at Peiping in
the near future. . Astrophysical investigations will be conducted at the Peiping
observatory, along with crganization of branches of the time service and
theuretical astronomy.

Dr Chang Yu-che noted, in answer to questions, that’ astronamy as an
independent subject is not taught in Chinese middle schools and that
Propegation of astronomical knovledge is carried out by the Society for the
Propagation of Scientific Knowledge; further » the course of instruction for
astronomers lasts 4 years, just as for ail other students in China, vhich
course includes general: astroncmy; practical astronomy, celestial mechumics and,
astrophysics.
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